
The College’s bid to the Welsh Assembly Government for Capital Grant

Funding (50%) for the proposed ‘Nantgarw 3’ development has been ap-
proved by the Department for Education, Children, Lifelong Learning and 
Skills.  

This is a very exciting opportunity for the college as the funding will allow the 
college to progress with its ambitious Estates Strategy.

Chris Franks A.M. visited the college to discuss the funding 

challenges and the opportunity for investment at Nantgarw 3.

College Welcomes Funding News
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Chris Franks A.M., Helen Saunders 
(Assistant Principal) and Judith Evans 
(Principal)

College Voices of Concern Heard
Further to the announcement by the Welsh Assembly Government of a decrease in the 
college’s funding allocation for 2009/10, the College’s Executive, Unions and staff were 
involved in lobbying including formal letters, meetings and a protest by unions outside 
the Senydd.  The Deputy Minister for Skills John Griffiths has since announced £8.93 
million for Further Education Institutions (FEIs) and sixth forms.  

Whilst this decision is excellent news, the revised allocation places Coleg Morgannwg on 
a financial par with 2008/09 but takes no recognition of pay increases and inflation.  
The Deputy Minister for Skills, John Griffiths states that this decision has been in direct 
response to the economic downturn, as this downturn is likely to lead to an increase in 
demand for post-16 training and adult training places. 
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“over £300 do-
nated for the 

NSPCC Childline 
Appeal”

The Griffiths family

Bring a Pound to Work Day

Students Scoop Cash Tip Prizes

Learning is a Family Affair

Staff and students at Coleg Morgannwg spent the week promoting 
improved financial capability amongst its students.  This was part of 
a new initiative funded by the Financial Services Agency (FSA) in part-
nership with Fforwm, the FE colleges association. ”.

Coleg Morgannwg 
recently rewarded 
students who came 
up with the best tips 
to make their cash go 
further.  The competi-
tion was part of 
‘Money 4 LiFE’ week 
which was run by FE 
colleges across 
Wales. 

Staff and students held various fundraising 
events on all campuses to raise money for 
Real Radio’s ‘Bring a Pound to Work Day’ 
event. The college donated over £300 for the 
NSPCC Childline Appeal

Competition winners 
Kristy Francis, Kaylie 
Everett and Lauren 
Gardiner with Learner 
Services Officer, David 
Brookes

M O N T H L Y  N E W S

The Griffiths family from Mountain 
Ash have been nominated for the 
Intergenerational and Family 
Learning Award at this year’s Adult 
Learners Inspire Award ceremony 
which will take place in 
May….more news in next months’ 
newsletter!



From Hollyoaks to Nantgarw
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Actor Garnon Davies made a real impression 
on Coleg Morgannwg students at the new 
Centre for Art & Design Technology, Nant-
garw campus; when he made an impromptu 
visit. Garnon, who plays one of the central 
characters Elliot Bevan in Channel Four’s 
Holyoaks, spent the afternoon at the art cen-
tre chatting to the students as he viewed the 
new facilities. 

He stated, "I thoroughly enjoyed every minute of the few hours I spent at the art cen-
tre. On first impression, the building is warm and welcoming and staff and students are 
friendly. The staff provide students with an encouraging and enjoyable learning environ-
ment and the standard of students work is impressive” 

The college will be holding a number of Taster Sessions in various outreach centres throughout 
Rhondda Cynon Taf during Adult Learners Week. 

Residents will be able to try their hand at activities such as Card and Jewellery Making, Watercol-
ours, Photoshop and Complementary Therapies

Students from all campuses took part in a 
Five a side football tournament at the 
playing fields, Aberdare. 

After a number of exciting ‘knock out’ 
matches the overall winners were        
Pontypridd campus.

Garnon Davies 
visits the new 
Centre for Art & 
Design 
Technology, 
Nantgarw 

We are the Champions

Adult Learners Week: May 9th—16th 2009

‘Learner 
Services 
Officer, David 
Brookes 
presents the 
cup to Rhys 
Lloyd, captain 
of the winning 
team from 
Pontypridd’
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Thursday May 21st

2009.  

Tickets cost £5 

Earth, Wind & Fire Showcase

What an Experience

Celebration of Learning
A Celebration of Learning 
took place at Milford’s Bis-
tro, Pontypridd Campus 
where a group of students 
gathered with employers, 
family members and tu-
tors,  to celebrate their 
success in achieving their 
NVQ qualifications in 
Cleaning and Support, 
Customer Service and 
Professional Cookery 

of industry professionals 
and members of the Insti-
tute of Hospitality for a 
meal at Milford’s. The 
students prepared the 
room, the table, the food 
and served the food and 
wine for a party of 12 
diners. They were judged 
on a range of criteria in-
cluding content, balance 
and originality etc. An 

The College Dining Experi-
ence 2009, organised by 
the Institute of Hospitality 
(formally the HCIMA) was 
held at the Pontypridd 
Campus. Invited guests 
Mr. Bryan Roderick, Mrs. 
Roderick, Karen Phillips 
(Deputy Principal) and 
Helen Saunders 
(Assistant Principal) 
joined the judging panel 

award ceremony will be 
held in June where the 
winners will be an-
nounced.  All students 
involved agreed that al-
though it was “a lot of 
pressure like a real 
kitchen”; they had a great 
time and worked as a 
team.”

Students on Hair & Beauty courses 
at all campuses are working on a 
Beauty and Fashion Showcase which 
will be held at the Rhondda campus 
on Thursday May 21st 2009.  Tickets 
cost £5 and are available from all 
campus receptions.  All proceeds 
will be donated to Velindre NHS 
Trust 

M O N T H L Y  N E W S

NVQ students celebrate success



Graffiti Workshop is a Hit with College Students
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Students studying on the 
Foundation Studies in Ca-
tering course at the 
Rhondda campus worked 

with Lloyd, 
a profes-
sional art-
ist on an 
Arson Rap
project to 
produce 

eye catching graffiti 
designs. The extra- cur-
ricular workshops held at 
the college to give the 
students the opportunity 

to try something new 
have proved a great suc-
cess with the students. 
Before creating their out-
lines the students were 
given a practical session 
by Damien which helped 
to develop their skills in 
Graffiti Art; they also 
learnt about the History 
of Graffiti Art. 

The students planned 
their route along the 
paths in the local Gelli 
countryside.

Students studying on the 
Foundation Hospitality 
and Catering course at 
the Rhondda campus set 
off on their first practice 
walk for the Duke of Ed-
inburgh Award.  

the Foundation Course in 
Practical Skills, were 
given the opportunity to 
learn new skills, whilst 
assisting with tasks for 
the various projects at 
the Centre

A group of students from 
the Rhondda campus 
spent 4 days on work ex-
perience at Fedw Hir, 
Aberdare working along-
side a team of Ground-
work Merthyr and 
Rhondda Cynon Taff staff.

The students, studying on 

Students 

try their 

hand at 

graffiti art

Students Experience Outdoor Life

D.O.E. Students Explore the Local Countryside

Students enjoy the local 

beauty spot

“Students get 

to grips with a 

polytunnel”



event. Six teams involving 
28 apprentices employed 
by GEAES, Royal Mint, 
Bosch and Impress com-
peted in the challenge. 

The GEAES team were the 
overall winners and were 
presented with the WBQ 
Engineering Challenge 
Shield; a team of com-
bined apprentices from 
BOSCH and Impress were 
also Highly Commended.  

Engineering Welsh Bacca-
laureate students held a 
very successful Presenta-
tion event at the Nant-
garw campus.  

The students, under the 
guidance of tutors Nicola 
Regan and Paul Meek 
spent a great deal of time 
and effort preparing their 
exhibition stand and un-
dertaking research for 
their presentations. 

This high profile dissemi-
nation of investigative 
work and presentations 
has become an annual 

Engineering Challenge
Winners of Engineering 

Challenge

Welsh T.V. stars Ruth Jones (Nessa) and Rob Brydon (Uncle Bryn) 
from the Gavin and Stacey programme donated signed photographs 
to be auctioned by the college in aid of Comic Relief.  The                
photographs raised £20

Going, Going Gone!

For the green fingeredamong us, plants are currently being sold on the Pontypridd campus…..all proceeds 
will be donated to the Vocational Studies department to fund future activities

Money Grows on Plants!!!

Coleg Morgannwg has welcomed the opportunity to meet with:

Jane Davidson AM, Christine Chapman AM & Chris Franks AM

Visitors to the College

Thumbs up for fast track qualification
Jamie Battenbo joined the Marketing & Learner Services team in December 2008 on his 
placement from Job Match; his duties were varied and included administrative support 
for the Learndirect Programme. Having an interest in ICT, Jamie enrolled on an ECDL 
course via Learndirect.  Jamie said “With ICT experience it was easy. The diagnostic test 
let me pinpoint my weaker areas and I was able to complete all the exams within two 
months. I have achieved this recognised qualification which will help in my search for 
employment”.



Llwynypia

Tonypandy

Rhondda Cynon Taf

CF40 2TQ

Phone: 01443 663202

Fax: 04113 663228

Request for articles

If you have any news, events or 
articles you would like included in 
future newsletters, please contact 
either:
Ann Crimmings                 01443 663239 

or Andrew Keeping            01443 663249
Together we can provide a high quality and vibrant learning 
environment to meet the needs and ambitions of learners, 

employers and the wider community.

www.morgannwg.ac.uk

The Part Time prospectus will be available for the college Advice Day 
during Adult Learners’ Week – May 14th 2009

New College Brochures

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

THURSDAY MAY 14th 2009 - ADVICE DAY (10:00 – 7:00)

WEDNESDAY JUNE 24th 2009 –  VQ DAY

THURSDAY AUGUST 20th 2009 – AS/A LEVEL RESULTS DAY

THURSDAY AUGUST 27th 2009 -   GCSE RESULTS DAY 

WEDS – FRI SEPT.  2nd – 4th 2009 - ENROLMENT PERIOD


